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Mobile Detention
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The Balkan corridor, which was established in the fall of 2015 as a response to the
long summer of migration and the autonomous mass movement of refugees
from Greece to the center of Europe, from Croatia further west, functioned not only
as one of the forms of “governing mobility through mobility ” (Tazzioli 2020) but also
as a special type of detention. From the time when the movement was redirected
towards Croatia, and especially with the opening of the camp in Slavonski Brod
and the establishment of a special line from Šid in Serbia to Dobova in Slovenia and
further on towards Austria (Lunaček Brumen and Meh 2016; Hameršak and Pleše
2017; Roth et al. 2020), the mass movement of migrants was isolated from the
surrounding territory, and it was no longer possible to join the movement
independently after its flow left Serbia, nor to leave it except in extraordinary cases
(for hospitalization, an asylum application, etc.). Thus, the western section of the
corridor is sometimes described as a mobile detention in which profiling was
conducted and which consisted, on the one hand, of locked trains, buses and
convoys escorted and directed by the police with the assistance of humanitarian
actors and, on the other hand, of newly established transit camps where refugees
were registered (Hameršak and Pleše 2017: 23). Like many other elements of the
corridor, this detention had no basis in national nor international legal frameworks
(Kogovšek Šalamon 2016: 44-47), and it can also be understood as a specific mobile
linear type of an interiorized border of the European migration regime (Hameršak
and Pleše 2017: 15).

The Winter Reception and Transit Center in Slavonski Brod, 1/3/2016. Photo: Marijana
Hameršak
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